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T
he function of a road system and its ability to move traffic in an efficient and
convenient manner have a significant impact on the viability of land uses and overall
quality of life in a community.  The primary goal of the Thoroughfare Plan is to plan
for a road network that will serve the residents and businesses anticipated in the
Land Use Plan chapter.  This includes the City of Adrian's road network of state, city,

and private roadways.

EXISTING TRANSPORTATION CONDITIONS
Like the land use planning process, the process for planning a community’s transportation
system must begin with a study and analysis of existing conditions.  This includes an analysis of
recent traffic volumes and vehicle crash data.  For more detailed information about existing road
conditions, refer to Chapter A5 Existing Transportation Conditions Inventory.

Traffic Volumes
Traffic volumes along the City’s streets are displayed on Map 6-1 Selected Traffic Volumes on
Major Streets.  As the map indicates, the highest volumes are located along Main Street
(M-52), Beecher Street (M-34), Winter Street, Division Street, and US 223.

Traffic Crash Data and Trends
Crash data obtained from the Region II Planning Commission were used to develop the
Average Annual Crashes Map 6-2.  The map illustrates intersections at which 12 or more
crashes occurred within a three-year time period from January 2001 through December 2003
(for an average of four or more crashes per year).  The intersections with the highest number
of crashes are predominantly located along the City’s most heavily traveled roads, including
Main Street (M-52), US 223, and Beecher Street (M-34).

The intersection crash frequencies shown on Map 6-2 vary primarily with the amount of traffic
passing through the intersections.  To better assess the actual hazard levels, crash rates – in
terms of crashes per million entering vehicles (MEV) – were determined for the 28
intersections having both an average of four or more crashes annually over three years and a
means of estimating daily traffic volumes.  Relative to a large sample of comparable
intersections throughout southeast Michigan, it was found that 15 Adrian intersections have
above-average crash rates.  According to procedures outlined in the SEMCOG Traffic Safety
Manual (developed for statewide use), five of the 15 intersections have crash rates sufficiently
over the sample average to confidently declare them “high-crash” locations. As such, further
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